October 17th. 2010

Hi

Not too much to write about. For exercise, I went to the pool for all five days, doing 2 km each time. On Tuesday, I went to the hospital again but not for anything specific. After the last visit, I mentioned that the vertical excision on my nose removed all the BCC but that there was still some pre-cancerous tissue in the lateral excision. I must have got it a bit wrong as the lateral part still showed some BCC. Anyway, not so serious and I go back in four months as the next visit to the dermatologist is not until December. 


A famous Australian died about a week ago. This was the soprano Joan Sutherland. 


The CE gave his annual policy address on Wednesday at the start of the legislative year. He introduced a plan to help low income earners afford a flat. The scheme involves the  building of low-cost flats and the residents paying rent for a period of five years. After that, they have the option of buying the flat and if they choose to do so, are given half the value of the total rent paid over the previous five years. But they still need to be able to pay the balance and this may still be a problem for many. 


The evacuation of the trapped miners in Chile also began on Wednesday (our time). It went remarkably well, didn't it? I suppose you also saw some of the rescue on TV. I read in the SCMP that China had also sent a rescue crew and some equipment to Chile but kept in the background and were not asked to help. Had they helped, the appalling safety record in Chinese mines would probably have been raised. And as if to prove it, there was another mine disaster in China about two days ago in which about 20 were killed and a similar number trapped. Whether they will be rescued or not is hard to say but it doesn't look good as on today's news it was reported that there was a buildup of a 'dangerous gas' (not stated but probably methane). 


Yesterday was a public holiday today for Chung Yeung festival – the autumn grave-cleaning day. Not as important the similar festival as Ching Ming, which occurs in the spring.  For a brief background on the festival, go to the following website:

http://www.discoverhongkong.com/eng/events/festival-chung-yeung.html 

That’s about all there is for this week. Not much. 

Cheers
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